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The book no one can stop talking about . . .In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies

the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh

and cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the

ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live

TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards

it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent her district in the Games. But Katniss has

been close to dead and survival, for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes

a contender. But if she is to win, she will have to start making choices that weigh survival against

humanity and life against love. New York Times bestselling author Suzanne Collins delivers equal

parts suspense and philosophy, adventure and romance, in this searing novel set in a future with

unsettling parallels to our present.
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The Hunger Games (Trilogy) is one of the most "unputdownable" books to enter the teen market in

a long time. The cliffhangers at the end of each volume are so intense, you can't help but continue

on. Knowing this in advance, I decided against reading the series last summer despite the fact that

everyone was talking about it. I waited the extra year, and I'm glad I did--even a week was torture

when it came to getting my grubby mitts on a copy of Mockingjay.For the record, this isn't a series

for everyone. You will be drained emotionally by its end. The Hunger Games is one of the grimmest

dystopian worlds I've encountered in literature. A lot of characters die, and their deaths aren't

pleasant. This series may not be for you. Then again, those who know me well would say it's not for

me, either. I'm one of the most squeamish people you'll meet, and The Hunger Games more

closesly resembles the movie Battle Royale than I thought it would when I started reading. I really

enjoyed the series, though. There are scenes so poignant, they'll stick with me. Between this and

Stieg Larsson's Millennium Trilogy, I've found that even squeamish ole me can still enjoy a

disturbing book if it's thought-provoking and well-written.Now that I've warned you about the

contents, let's move on to the meat of this review. It's hard to go in-depth without giving a lot away,

so I decided to focus on the trilogy as a whole instead of singling out Mockingjay and reviewing it on

its own (though I do have a paragraph dedicated to it further down). A brief synopsis for the

uninitiated:The trilogy takes place in the future. The USA has been destroyed; in its place is Panem,

which consists of thirteen districts and a Capitol city.
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